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Science, maths made interesting at Urban Mela 


ST CORRESPONDENT 

reporters@sakaaltimes.com 

Pune: For nearly 150 school 
children, who participated 
in ‘Toys From Trash’ work- 
shop on Saturday, learning 
science and mathematics 
became as easy as making 
toys. Students not only ex- 
perienced the creative as- 
pects of these subjects in 
the workshop, but also en- 
joyed making objects from 
the simple things we discard 
everyday. 

Toys From Trash’ work- 
shop was held as part of the 
ongoing Indo-German Ur- 
ban Mela at Deccan College 
grounds, on Saturday. 

Children in the work- 
shop learnt that science 
and mathematics are not re- 
stricted to the theory they 
read in textbooks, but can 
be seen in our daily lives 


and learnt in fascinating 
ways, as well. 

Vidula Mhaiskar, who 
works with toy inventor 
Arvind Gupta transformed 
everyday waste items such 
as newspapers, drinking 


straws, pencils and brooms 
into toys, through the ap- 
plication of simple scientific 
principles like pressure, ve- 
locity and gravity. 

Students enjoyed differ- 
ent sounds produced by 
(he flute made of drinking 
straws as Mhaiskar went on 
cutting the straw making it 
shorter increasing the pitch 
of the sound. 

According to Mhaiskar, 


‘Reduce, Reuse and Recycle 
for Greener Technology’ is 
the motto of the workshop. 
“Science should not be re- 
stricted to books, but stu- 
dents should be able to un- 
derstand science in the sur- 


roundings,” she said. 

In the two-hour work- 
shop, students were taught 
how to* make a hand pump, 
bottle stand, DC motor, 
Bernouli bag, Sudarshan 
Chakra, balancing nails 
and many more toys which 
helped them in understand- 
ing theories of wavelength, 
working of aircraft, rela-, . 
tionship between pressure 
and velocity, centrifugal 
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force, Newton's laws of mo- 
tion etc. 

Besides science, students 
also indulged in making 
‘Touching slate’ that will 
help visually-impaired peo- 
ple in society. The slate is 
made of simple things like 
velcro, wool and winding 
pen arid can be of great help 
to visually-challenged stu- 
dents. Children also over- 
came their, fear? of geom- 
etry as. Mhaiskar through a 
story that taught them to 
make paper caps . of vari- 
ous shapes. To know more 
about toys frorii trash visit 
www.arvindguptatoyS.com 


Vaibhav Thombare 



HANDS-ON: Vidulci Mhaiskar showing school children how to make useful items from the simple things we discard everyday, during the 
Toys From Trash' workshop organised at the Indo-German Urban Mela, on Saturday. 



